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Madison alumni reception draws more than 90

M ore than 45 alumni from as far back
as 1974 and as recent as 2005—plus
two who predate the 1969 establishment
of the La Follette School’s predecessor,
the Center for the Study of Public Policy
and Administration—attended the Feb. 2
reception at Inn on the Park in Madison.
They joined more than 45 students, fac-
ulty, staff and friends of the school at the
program that featured presentations by two
high-ranking state officials and a professor.
“We appreciate all the alumni and
friends who gathered for the reception,”
says Director Donald A. Nichols. “The

New building In
works for La Follette

f all goes well, La Follette will occupy

a new building in the fall of 2011.

The recently released Campus Master
Plan includes several new buildings in the
center of campus, a new La Follette
School among them.

After extensive development of the
west campus—the hospital, the new Med
School and all medical-related activities—
and after announce-
ment of a dramatic
plan to re-develop the
east campus with new
arts and humanities
building—the updat-
ed plan addresses
central campus and
the La Follette
School.

Our building will
not be large. It will fit
on a small piece of lawn left on Charter
Street adjacent to Ingraham Hall near the
intersection of Observatory Drive. No
deconstruction will be required. (Old-
timers need to know that what is how

From the Director
Donald A. Nichols

See From the Director on page 6

evening was a great opportunity for alumni
to get reacquainted.”

Donations from alumni and friends
of the school made the evening possible.

In addition to bringing former class-
mates together, the reception gave alumni
and students the chance to talk one on one.

“The students enjoyed talking with
alumni and finding out about internships
and jobs, and hearing what suggestions
alumni have for students as they get ready
to graduate,” says Jennifer Leavitt-Moy,
president of the La Follette School Stu-
dent Association, which hosted the event.

Presentations started with Leavitt-Moy
and Nichols welcoming the group.

Professor Melanie Manion discussed
“Changes Observed: Three Decades of
Research in Mainland China.”

Dave Mills, class of 1975, explored
public policy challenges for the State of
Wisconsin Investment Board, of which
he is executive director.

Secretary of the Department of
Employee Trust Funds Eric Stanchfield,
class of 1982, discussed health-care inno-
vations, including BadgerRx and Pharmacy
Benefit Manager. £

Grad helps Sri Lanka communities rebuild

La Follette School graduate Shisir Khanal, right, talks with residents of a Sri Lankan community hit
by the December 2004 tsunami. He traveled to Sri Lanka as part of his job with Sarvodaya USA, an
organization that supports a Sti Lankan community development agency. Story on page 6.

Bequest honors La Follette training, TLC

hen the telephone rang that March

morning, Ana Carricchi hadn't yet
looked outside. She was in Madison to
visit the La Follette Institute to see if the
University of Wisconsin-Madison would
be the best place for her to earn a master’s
degree in public affairs.

Student services coordinator Bonnie

Cleary was on the phone. “Have you

looked outside yet?” Cleary asked Carricchi.

“It snowed. Do you have a warm coat?”

“I couldn’t believe it,” says Carricchi,
who was visiting from St. Louis, Missouri.
“I arrive, and it snows the next day. I only
brought a sweater. Bonnie said, ‘I'll be
right over.” She brought me gloves, a jacket
and an umbrella.

“At that moment, | knew La Follette
was for me.”

See Giving on page 4
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Faculty analyses draw
questions from media

Several La Follette School
faculty have been quoted in
the media in response to their
analyses of gasoline taxes,
proposals to limit government
spending and the U.S. current
account deficit.

Director Donald A. Nichols
suggested in September that
perhaps gasoline prices were
a little high after Hurricane Katri-
na, compared to the cost of a
barrel of oil. “The disconnect
between gasoline and crude oil
prices is quite remarkable,” he
noted in his regular economic
forecast, given when gas was
as much as $3 a gallon.

Nichols then appeared on CNN
and noted that gas prices would
fall substantially if crude prices
did not rise. "Who is pocketing
the windfall?" he asked.

Andrew Reschovsky burned
the midnight oil to complete a
study of a proposed amendment
to Wisconsin’s constitution to
limit the annual growth of rev-
enue that local governments
could collect. If enacted 20
years ago, the amendment
would have held state revenue
growth to 3.8 percent a year, as
opposed to the actual 5.3 per-
cent annual growth. That kind

of limit would lead to severe cuts
in public services, he says.

Menzie Chinn’s work on the
current account deficit garnered
attention. He warns that the
United States must act to
reduce the trade deficit.

Chinn and Nichols also shared
their thoughts with journalists
about new Federal Reserve
chair Ben Bernanke.

Chinn and Charles Engel

are hosting an international
conference on current account
sustainability in April at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Madison.

La Follette to host national conference

he La Follette School of Public Affairs is

proud to host the Association for Public Policy
Analysis and Management 2006's national research
conference Nov. 2-4, 2006, at the Monona Terrace.

The theme of the conference is “Tax and
Spend: Designing, Implementing, Managing
and Evaluating Effective
Redistributional Policies.”

APPAM brings together
policy practitioners and
researchers to address
substantive public policy

problems.

“La Follette School
alumni in Wisconsin and
nearby states may want

to take advantage of this
conference,” says APPAM
president and La Follette School professor David
Weimer. “APPAM'’s emphasis on solving real social
problems means our alumni can learn more about
cutting-edge solutions to problems they encounter
every day on the job.”

Weimer is one of several La Follette School
faculty who contribute to APPAM’s governance.
After serving as president-elect in 2005, Weimer
became president on Jan. 1.

Maria Cancian stepped down as secretary and
was elected vice president. She co-chairs APPAM’s
Committee on Diversity and Equity.

Carolyn Heinrich and Geoffrey Wallace are on
the Policy Council, APPAM’s board of directors.
Heinrich also served on the program committee
for APPAM's research conference in November
2005. E

David Weimer

Alumni contribute to conference

La Follette School alumni Carolyn Hill and Kurt
Thurmaier were among those contributing to the
Association for Public Policy Analysis and Manage-
ment research conference in November.

Hill, an assistant professor
of public policy at George-
town University, served on
the conference’s program
committee. She graduated
from the La Follette School
of Public Affairs in 1996. She
went on to earn a Ph.D. from
the University of Chicago.

Carolyn Hill

Thurmaier, a professor at
lowa State University and
director of its Public Policy and Administration Pro-
gram, had a paper, “Becoming Citizen-Centric Elec-
tronic Government: Understanding the Adoption and
Satisfaction of Electronic Government Information and
Services by Citizens,” presented by co-author Yu-Che
Chen, also of lowa State. Thurmaier graduated in
1983 from the La Follette School. He earned his doc-
torate from the Maxwell School at Syracuse University.

For information on APPAM’s
conference in Madison on
Nov. 2-4, 2006, see www.appam.org
or e-mail conference@appam.org.

Faculty present research at APPAM’s fall 2005 conference

leven members of the La Follette School

of Public Affairs faculty presented papers,
served as discussants or chaired panels at the
Association for Public Policy Analysis and Man-
agement’s fall research conference in Washington,
D.C., in November.

“Much of the research presented at the confer-
ence assessed the impact of existing public poli-
cies,” says Weimer, who, in addition to chairing a
session on regulatory outcomes and values, served
as program chair as part of his duties as APPAM’s
president-elect.

“The challenge for policy researchers and
policymakers is to reshape policy in light of
these assessments,” he says. “Another is to use

our better understanding of the policy-making
process to influence policy for the greater
good.”
In addition to Weimer, these faculty participat-

ed in the conference:

Maria Cancian

Bob Haveman

Carolyn Heinrich

Pamela Herd

Karen Holden

Clark Miller

Donald Moynihan

Andrew Reschovsky

John Witte .

Barbara Wolfe E
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Alumni news

1993 La Follette School of Public Affairs graduate
Brad Kelly received the Legislative Staff Person
of the Year Award from the Minnesota Associa-
tion of Professional Employees. A research con-
sultant for the Minnesota House’s Democratic
Farm Labor Caucus, Kelly holds a master’s in
public policy and administration. He staffs these
House committees: Civil Law and Elections; State
Government Finance; and Government Opera-
tions and Veterans Affairs.

Next winter, Plume/
Penguin is to publish an
anthology edited by 2000
alum Jessica Berger
Gross. The collection

of 22 essays is titled About
What Was Lost: 22 Writers
on Miscarriage and Pregnancy
Loss. This spring she is
teaching a class at the Harvard Extension School
on memoir and the personal essay. Her writing has
appeared in Salon, Yoga Journal, Yoga International,
and Healing Lifestyles & Spas magazines. She and
her husband are adopting a baby from India, and
she is writing a column about international adop-
tion for Literary Mama, an online magazine.

2004 graduate Michelle Woolery is a research
associate at the Center for Local, State and Urban
Policy at the Gerald R. Ford School of Public Pol-
icy at the University of Michigan. She presented a
paper, “Federalism and Equality: The Impact of
State Fiscal Policies on Local Governments,” at
the American Political Science Association’s annu-
al meeting in Washington, D.C.

Paul Neumann is with the Wisconsin Depart-
ment of Natural Resources’ Bureau of Manage-
ment and Budget, where he is awash in the Water
Division’s budget and policy issues. The 1995
alum worked as a budget analyst for the University
of Wisconsin System, and the Wisconsin depart-
ments of Commerce and Revenue.

Katie Croake wrote in an essay published in the
Washington Post that she looks forward to her three-
mile walking commute in Washington, D.C.: She
reads a book while she treads Connecticut Avenue.
“I read In Cold Blood totally on foot. Now it's a
biography with tiny type that’s a bit of a challenge
while moving,” she says in the Post. A 2003 grad
who taught in Lebanon before enrolling at La Fol-
lette, Croake returns to Madison periodically and
shares stories about her work as an analyst with
the U.S. Agency for International Development.

Share the news

The La Follette School wants to hear about the accom-
plishments of our alumni and friends. If you have news
about yourself or a classmate to share, let us know.

Send news to alumni@lafollette.wisc.edu

Make sure we have your current e-mail address: See
www.lafollette.wisc.edu/alumnifriends/intouch.html

Alex Conant is also in Washington, D.C., with
a new job as spokesperson for the White House's
Office of Management and Budget. Since gradu-
ating in 2003, he also served as a speechwriter at
the U.S. Department of Commerce and as press
secretary for U.S. Sen. John Thune.

After working for the Wisconsin Department
of Employee Trust Funds, Kari Jo Zika, class
of 1993, finds herself
in Texas enjoying the
warmer clime. As the
city of Denton’s new
benefits administrator,
Zika handles all health,
life, vision, dental and
disability benefits for
about 1,200 employees
and 100 retirees.

Back in Madison, Ginny White, class of 1996, is
enjoying her retirement after 30 years with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Farm Service Agency.

Since graduating in 1998, Kendra Lodewick has
crisscrossed the country, working in social policy
research and evaluation, primarily on welfare
reform and workforce development. After gradua-
tion she worked for Berkeley Policy Associates,

in Oakland, California, then for Abt Associates

in Cambridge, Massachusetts, each for three years.
In fall 2004 she moved to Eugene, Oregon, and
started Program and Policy Insight LLC with a
colleague from Abt Associates. They specialize

in social policy research and program evaluation.

Edward F. Potter, class of 1974, is halfway
through his two-year term as a trustee for the village
of Mount Pleasant, the second largest in Wisconsin.
He, the president and five other trustees govern the
affairs of the village, which is just west of Racine.

Stephen Patton Scott, 1998, and Veronica
Robles Scott, 1998, welcome their first baby,
Lucas Alexander Scott. Stephen and Veronica met
at La Follette and married in 2000. Stephen is assis-
tant to the city manager for the city of Long Beach,
and Veronica is an analyst for the county of Los
Angeles Community Development Commission.

Becky Webster was among the representatives of
more than 10 tribes and Native American advocacy
organizations who participated in a La Follette
School conference, “Tribal Interaction with State
Government,” in December in Wausau. Now an
attorney with the Oneida Nation of Wisconsin,

~

Webster is a 2003 alum of the La Follette School. E

Journal, lawyers
recognize La Follette
alum for leadership

La Follette School alum Timothy
F. Nixon received the Wisconsin
Law Journal’'s “Leaders in Law”
award and is included in the
2006 “Best Lawyers in America.”

The law jour-
nal award is
for leadership
and educa-
tion during
the transition
to new bank-
ruptcy laws.
The “Best
Lawyers” list-
ing is based
on a peer-review survey of
16,000 attorneys throughout
the country.

Timothy
Nixon

Nixon received a master of
public affairs degree and a law
degree in 1990. He is a share-
holder and lead attorney for the
Godfrey & Kahn, S.C. law firm's
business finance and restructur-
ing group in the Madison office.

Nixon’s practice includes
advising Dutch, Russian and
Australian clients on American
bankruptcy law, as well as
advising American clients on
foreign insolvency issues and
practice. He has represented
clients in cases before the U.S.
Supreme Court, the Court of
Appeals, and in bankruptcy
courts throughout the United
States. He has lectured and
published extensively on
bankruptcy law issues.

While attending graduate
school, Nixon was an intern
with the Office of Management
and Budget in Washington, D.C.
Prior to graduate school, Nixon
served as a ship’s officer in the
Merchant Marine for nine years.






